
Central HS PAC Meeting Minutes 
February 8, 2021 
Attendance: 60 people were present at this Zoom meeting (new high for this year!) 
 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Efe Agbamu, Assistant Superintendent for St Paul Public Schools.  
 
6:30-700: Social time with music by DJ Adrian Perryman. Special praise for the dance skills of 
AP Salma Hussein’s kids! 
 
 At 7:00, PAC Co-Chairs Sunny Kase and Cherise Ayers welcomed all and introduced the 
agenda and Dr. Agbamu. 
 
Guest Speaker/Q&A: Dr. Agbamu introduced herself and shared about her background and 
experience in the SPPS district. She has worked directly with Central for many 
years—especially related to CHS immersion programs. Dr. Agbamu emphasized that she and 
Principal Vang (and Principal Mackbee before her) believe in addressing inequities in access to 
the very good programs/curricula/classes that exist at Central—and doing things like expanding 
the IB MYP to the whole school is a good example of that. She notes that because of the 
disruption of the past year, many new ideas and options are available across the district.  
 
Dr. Agbamu is also asked about multilingual families’ experience in SPPS during distance 
learning (DL). She notes that these families are sometimes struggling to find resources and 
physical space to support their children’s learning during DL. Dr. Agbamu shared that in-person 
supports for EL students (and other student groups including students who receive Special 
Education, students who are not passing classes, students who need mental health support) 
WILL BE IN PLACE in most schools sometime in the month of February. When a parent 
described her difficulty signed her child up for in-school supports, Dr. Agbamu asked to follow 
up with her directly. Many things are changing rapidly, and this will require all stakeholders to 
communicate often. Dr. Agbamu expressed hope that multilingual families would reach out 
when problems arise. There is a current on-site program at Washington Tech, and an evening 
on-site support program will be up and running soon for students who aren’t able to be on-site 
during the day. Questions for Dr. Agbamu? Her phone number is 651-231-8126.  
 
CHS Administrative/School Updates: Principal Christine Vang thanked everyone for being part 
of this meeting and from coming to the CHS Virtual Open House on 2/4/21; she is excited by the 
great participation from parents and families and hopes it will continue to grow. She then led a 
discussion of a number of updates for parents/families: 
 
IN-PERSON LEARNING: Principal Vang shared that some students will be able to return to 
CHS for in-person support (with distance learning assignments). No more than 600 students 
(about ⅓ of the total student population) can return, and some groups of students will be 
prioritized including: students who receive SE, students who are learning English, students who 
are failing classes, and especially—Seniors who are failing and are not on track to graduate. 
The specific date that on-site/in-person support begins depends upon the rates of Covid 19 in 



Ramsey County on Thursday 2/11/21 (as required by MDE/State of MN). Once they return, 
students be on-site only in the afternoons and will follow distancing/mask requirements in 
classrooms. Transportation will be provided. Students will be contacted/invited to participate. All 
other students will continue with distance learning (although with some schedule changes in 
order to allow a rotating group of CHS teachers to be available on-site). The district is working to 
assess classroom and ventilation systems at CHS to assure safe spaces are available.  
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES: Due to the President’s Day holiday AND the upcoming adjustments to 
the DL schedule, next week is a short week and the schedule is unique. From 2/16-2/19 (Tu-Fri) 
CHS students have synchronous learning or advisory from 8:30-11:30 and asynchronous 
(independent work time) learning from 12:30-3:00 each day. Once a final decision is made 
about the start date for in-person supports at Central (which won’t happen until at least 2/11/21), 
any changes to that schedule will be communicated to students/parents/families as soon as 
possible.  
 
ELA/SCHOOL-WIDE IB/MYP: Sarah Arneson (English/IB MYP Lead) shared an introduction to 
the philosophy and organization of International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Program 
(MYP) looks like. It is designed to be a 6-10th grade program, So at Central, it is meant for 9th 
and 10th grade students (Central partners with SPPS Middle Schools including Ramsey Middle 
to coordinate and encourage participation). It is also designed to be a school-wide program 
embedded within all classes and for ALL students; not a gifted and talented-specific curriculum. 
Sarah noted that that is the goal of the English/Language Arts department for next Fall; all 9th 
and 10th grade students will be in one of two English classes—both of which include IB MYP 
standards/methodology. Kim Colbert (English Lead) noted that historically, these English 
classes were divided into three sections (one of which did not confer honors credits/points). The 
department has decided to move away from this system in order to emphasize equity and 
empower more students to be successful in an IB MYP English class—and to take more of them 
in later grades. Ms. Colbert says the department (and the school) is in a good position to make 
this shift; they are receiving support from SPPS district staff (Alex Ward) as they plan and begin 
to make these adjustments. Note that this shift aligns well with the schoolwide SCIP goal 
(increase successful participation in advanced classes by students of color by 15%) and also 
with the current year PAC emphasis on racial equity and addressing/overcoming opportunity 
gaps.  
 
TUTORING SUPPORTS: Micha Langenberg (Counseling) shared an update with 
parents/families on a new on-line tutoring program that is NOW AVAILABLE 24 HOURS/DAY to 
all CHS students, free of charge. The program is called “TutorMe”. Students have received 
information via Schoology and from their advisors. In response to a question about 
safety/security, Micha notes that this program has been reliable by the district. Also a transcript 
of every tutoring session is kept so that there is ongoing monitoring; the school is also able to 
view helpful data from TutorMe including who/what/when/where students are having the most 
difficulty.  
 



CAREER/COLLEGE COUNSELING: Although Zoey Haines (Career and College Counseling) 
was not able to share updates, she noted in the chat that she is available for students/parents 
who have questions or concerns about post-secondary plans/preparation. Email: 
zhaines.ach@spps.org (651-317-4441) 
 
TITLE 1: Coach Scott Howell (Title 1 Lead) shared an update and thanks parents for attending 
the SCIP Goal and Title 1 event on 1/20/21. To learn more about what Title 1 is and is doing, 
follow the link under the “Families” tab on the CHS website. Parent input is vital to this program! 
Please reach out to Coach Howell to learn more and get connected. African-American Parent 
Involvement Day at CHS this year will shift to a virtual event hosted by SPPS on 2/18. The front 
page of the CHS website is now featuring Black History Month information and 
highlights—check them out on the main page all month.  
 
Coach Howell also highlighted a PAID INTERNSHIP opportunity for all 14-21 year olds living in 
St. Paul. This is a city program, run through Parks/Rec, and applications are DUE FEBRUARY 
28. Find out more about the Right Track Youth Internship program/application here: 
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/right-track/youth/right-track-youth-applicati
on 
 
HUEmyns of Central Outreach Team Updates: Knaunong (Birdy) Xiong (CHS ‘20) and Safiya 
Mohamed (CHS ‘20) shared updates from this working group. The request for the “S’More” 
translation software subscription for CHS administration team was approved and the team 
gratefully thanks and acknowledges Mary Beth Redmond (Office Administrator) for her 
partnership in finding ways to use this technology that allows for translation ‘at a click’. Birdy 
notes that the Somali EL/EA (translator) position at Central continues to be posted as a 
part-time position (which does NOT require an English assessment/test), although there appear 
to be some errors/problems describing that on the district website. Haidee continue to await 
clarification from SPPS about the confusing description. Safiya and Birdy both shared their 
enthusiasm for a real-time translation service (Minnesota Interpreters and Translators or MINT) 
used at the CHS Open House on 2/4/21. The translation worked well in Hmong and Somali, 
reported these Central alum, and this would make participation by more families much better at 
any school events. On behalf of the Outreach team, Birdy recommends that PAC pay to have 
MINT provide real time translation in Hmong, Somali, Spanish, and Karen at the remaining PAC 
meetings this year (3/1/21, 4/12/21, and 5/3/21). 
 
Treasurer’s Report/Funding Requests: Stacia Wick (PAC Secretary) shared the funding 
requests that have been made since the last PAC meeting on behalf of PAC Treasurer Amy 
Shrank who could not be present. The PAC Exec Team approved two Funding Requests (under 
$250, as allowed by PAC Bylaws): $200 honorarium to Adrian Perryman for technology support 
at the virtual CHS Open House on 2/4/21; and $150 for “S’More One Educator Plus” 
subscription for translation software to be used by the CHS administration team.  
 
Three Funding Requests require approval from the CHS parents and guardians present at 
tonight’s meeting: $500 to Coach David Albornoz for tournament fees and equipment (for new 
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CHS Boys Volleyball team); $1500 to Tristan Kringle (Science) for microscope 
maintenance/repair/replacement for all 9th and 10th grade biology classrooms; and $1650 to be 
paid for real-time translation services provided by MINT (3 2-hour meetings in Spanish, Somali, 
Hmong, and Karen) at the remaining PAC (Zoom) meetings in the 2020-2021 school year 
(3/1/21, 4/12/21, and 5/3/21).  
 
Note that all three funding requests voted upon were recommended for passage by the PAC 
Exec. Officers and all three passed (without any votes to oppose) after brief discussion.  
 
2021 Graduation Committee: Brainstorming has begun for a way to create a safe but amazing 
way to celebrate Seniors this Spring as they prepare to graduate from Central. Last year’s 
“Graduation in a Bag” was a success, but CHS parent Kathy Tait (ktait@dlrgroup.com) would 
love to hear other ideas and suggestions—all are welcome (especially parents of Seniors) at 
planning meetings getting underway on Tuesday evenings. Contact Kathy for more information!  
 
Closing: Cherise thanked all for participating and closed the meeting at 8:30 PM with a poem by 
U.S. Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman.  
 
Next PAC meeting: 3/1/21 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stacia Wick (PAC Secretary) 
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